
THE PURPOSE OF STORMWATER PONDS 

The beautiful open water bodies located throughout TPOST CDD are not natural lakes. 
They are engineered stormwater management ponds, regulated by the state of Florida, 
and owned, operated, and maintained by the TPOST Community Development District 
(CDD). 

The ponds are designed to treat and store stormwater runoff from the streets, lots, and 
common areas within the community to protect downstream wetlands and waterways 
from pollution and flooding. Runoff from landscaped lawns and community streets is 
polluted with oils, heavy metals, herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers. Treatment of these 
pollutants occurs by slowly releasing a portion of the runoff across a raised planted area 
in the pond, called a vegetated littoral shelf, through an open pipe, or orifice, 
downstream. Additional runoff is stored in the ponds and released through a low dam, or 
weir, that controls the flow of water to prevent flooding downstream. The orifice and 
weir work together as the control structure portion of the stormwater ponds and need 
regular maintenance to provide proper flow and regulation of the water levels to prevent 
flooding within the community and downstream. The CDD inspects and maintains the 
facilities regularly in order to assure their proper operation. 

A raised bank, or berm, was constructed around each pond to allow access for proper 
operation and maintenance of the ponds and control structures. A berm may sometimes 
be contained within a drainage easement along the rear of homeowners’ property. These 
lands within the easements are owned and maintained by residents but must be accessible 
by the CDD. All pond berms and slopes, whether owned by residents or the CDD, need 
proper maintenance, including providing grass coverage to stabilize the ground to prevent 
erosion, as well as, compliance with rules and standards covering pool, roof, and/or water 
conditioner discharges into the ponds and/or storm sewer systems. The CDD has recently 
discovered that many CDD owned pond berms and slopes are also being mowed by 
residents’ lawn services, and it is important that this area only be maintained by the CDD. 

To reduce the erosion potential around the ponds, the CDD has created a new “no 
mow”/weed eat maintenance standard along the pond grass lines to help better stabilize 
this area by increasing the depth of the grass roots. As well, the CDD is starting an 
aquatic planting program within the stormwater ponds for water quality improvement and 
along pond perimeters for slope protection to minimize their erosion potential and the 
costs that residents would have to pay to repair eroded areas. 

While the ponds look appealing, please remember that they exist to treat and store 
polluted stormwater runoff. For residents’ safety, swimming and fishing is prohibited in 
all ponds. 



COMMUNITY WETLANDS 

TPOST Community Development District (“CDD”) was designed with many preserved 
natural wetlands and wetland buffers. These areas help prevent flooding, filter pollutants, 
and provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife. They may also contain a variety of 
vegetation which we have seen change over time due to changes in rainfall. One of the 
conditions that we’re beginning to observe is the recruitment of undesirable invasive 
vegetation, particularly in the perimeter wetland buffer areas. This vegetation can 
become dense and choke the desirable vegetation, as well as, become hazardous during 
dry conditions. The CDD is beginning to discuss these issues and create plans to educate 
residents about the condition and how they may be addressed. In many cases these 
wetland buffers are owned by homeowners and not the CDD, so the CDD welcomes all 
resident input and discussion at their monthly Board of Supervisors’ meetings. 



STORMWATER POND SLOPE EROSION 

The slopes of the community’s stormwater ponds must be maintained with proper 
vegetation in order to control and prevent erosion, or loss of the soil. Erosion of the 
slopes can be extremely expensive to repair and can sometimes also add unwanted 
sediment to the water that can negatively affect the water quality in the pond. In addition, 
eroded banks make it difficult to access and maintain the ponds and unchecked erosion 
may cause damage to the properties of homeowners next to the affected pond. 

The slopes are susceptible to erosion due to 
• wave action in the ponds 
• the normal fluctuation of the groundwater levels between the rainy and dry 

seasons 
• direct discharge of water from roofs or drains, such as through a roof downspout, 

a pool overflow pipe, or a water conditioner outflow pipe, that is very 
concentrated and can carry away soil in its path 

• direct discharges from pool drains and water conditioners that contain chemicals 
such as chlorine or salt that can kill the grass and/or plants that keep the soil in 
place 

• lack of grass and/or plants since vegetation helps keep the soil in place. 

Discharges of water from roofs, pools, and water conditioners can significantly damage 
pond berms and slopes due to the quality of the water and the concentrated flow of water. 
Residents who have, or plan to create, a concentrated discharge of water must contact the 
CDD office to discuss ways to reduce the erosion potential. One way to avoid a 
concentrated discharge is shown in the illustration below: 



It is also very important for vegetation to be established and maintained, on both private 
and CDD properties, within the pond berms and slopes so that bare soil doesn’t lead to 
erosion. Any aquatic plants that the CDD may plant along the pond slopes should be 
protected to help stabilize the pond slope along and below the grass line and normal 
water level. 

The District (CDD) performs regular inspections of the ponds to 
assess their conditions and identify any areas that have eroded or show potential for 
erosion. These areas are then scheduled for appropriate maintenance. 

The CDD is implementing a new pond slope maintenance program in 2017 in accordance 
with guidelines from the University of Florida/IFAS Environmental Horticulture 
Department’s Center for Landscape Conservation and Ecology. The program will use a 
Moderate to Gentle Slope with a cut bank for the ponds. Turf is planted to the water’s 
edge and a no-mow zone will be established around the perimeter of the ponds. The no-
mow strip will be groomed appropriately by the district’s landscape maintenance 
company and will be left taller than a lawn. Homeowners must not mow, nor allow their 
landscape companies to mow, in the no-mow zone as this interferes with the proper 
functioning of the system. The following illustration provides more detail: 


